Use of botulinum toxin in the treatment of one hundred patients with facial dyskinesias.
One hundred patients with involuntary eyelid and facial spasms resulting from essential blepharospasm, Meige syndrome, and hemifacial spasm continued to respond to repeated injections of botulinum toxin at expected time intervals during a 30-month period. This series of more than 372 injections done by one of us (JAM) supports the finding of earlier, smaller series that tolerance to the toxin does not develop. The drug had a greater duration of effect in patients with hemifacial spasm than in patients with blepharospasm; the duration of effect was 17.25 weeks in the former group and 12.6 weeks in the latter. Eighteen percent of patients required a higher than standard dose for a therapeutic response. Fourteen of 15 patients with lower facial spasms and one patient with torticollis had significant relief. Dry eye may be managed by titrating the lower lid dose.